2 THEHILLTIMES | WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22, 2025

Heard on the Hill

By Christina Leadlay

Black Canadians’ stories
of political life recorded
in new study and podcast

On the eve of Black History
onth, a new research proj-
ect and accompanying podcast
are shining a light on the experi-
ences of Black Canadians who've
run for public office. Its a subject
that's never been studied before,
and its release couldn't be more
timely as a federal election will
happen sometime this yenr
“Youd be hard-presse
even find a complete list of Black
Canadians in politics,” Carleton

University associate professor
Erin Tolley told Heln! on the Hill
by email on Jan.

“As former parliamentary poet
laureate George Elliott Clarke
says in Howard McCurdy’s recent
biography, ‘Canadians do a lousy
job of remembering Black Cana-
dians."This project aims to correct
that stories of Black
Canadians in politics, not just in
the report, but in our companion
podcast, Black on the Ballot,”
explained Tolley, who's been work-
ing with Operation Black Vote
Canada to document Black Cana-
dians’participation in electoral
politics since 2022. Tolley holds the
Canada Research Chair in Gender,
Race, and Inclusive Politics.

Co-produced with Media
Girlfriends, the special four-part

Leslie Church joins Proof Strategies P

podcast—hosted by Carleton
journalism professor Nana aba
Duncan—launched its first epi-
sode on Jan. 15.
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One Senator, the current
ambassador to Washington, three
former premiers, and one former
envoy are among the 18 people
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau

selected as members of the Coun-
cil on Canada-U.S. Relations.

“Composed of leaders in busi-
ness, innovation, and policy, the
members of the Council will use
their sectoral expertise to support
the prime minister and cabinet at
this important time in the Can-
ada-U.S. relationship,”reads the
Jan. 16 press release.
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« Black women's candidacy is
much more dependent on recruit- Council members from the
ment and encouragement from | political sphere include ISG
others; Senator Hassan Yussuff, Ambas-

Canada-U.S. council team tapped
Jabour, and husmess“

Canada’s Ambassador to
the U.S. Kirsten Hillman,
top left; ISG Senator
Hassan Yussuff;
Automotive Parts
Manufacturers’
Association president
Flavio Voipe, bottom left;
and Canadian Council for
Aboriginal Business’
president and CEO Tabatha
Bull. The Hill Times

former chief of staff—who’s also
a former NDP Hill staffer—Brian

p is also at the table, as is
ex-chief trade commissioner
Steve Verheul, and Trudeau'’s
former national security adviser
Jody Thomas.

Representing union and associ-
ation interests are Unifor national
president Lana Payne, president of
I'Union des producteurs agricoles
Martin Caron, and president of the
Automotive Parts Manufacturers’
Association Flavio Volpe.

And from the busmm com-
munity there are entrepreneurs
and CBC Dragon’s Den personal-
ities Arlene Dickinson and Wes
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Former Liberal staffer and recent
byelection candidate Leslie Church
has joined Proof Strategies as a
senior counsellor.

The public affairs agency made
the announcement on LinkedlIn on
Jan. 16.

“Leslie brings nearly 20 years
of global expertise in government,

her time as chief of staff to then-dep-
uty prime minister and minister of
finance Freeland.

Church was a federal ministerial
staffer from 2015 until 2024 when
she stepped down from her role
in Freeland's office to run as the
Liberals' candidate in the Toron-
to-St.Paul’s byelection last June (she

public policy, and mak-
ing her an invaluable addition since
joining us late last year,"reads the
announcement, acknowledging her
background in law and private-sec-
tor leadership experience, as well as

lost to C¢ candidate Don
Stewart).
She also directed the Liberal lead-
campaign of Michael Ignatieff
in 2006, according to her LinkedIn
profile.

and“fascinating fungi®are among
the list of stamp-worthy subjects
coming to the corner of envelopes
later this year.

According to a press release,
an independent Stamp Advisory
Committee suggests to Canada
Post which iconic images would
be worthy of putting on a stamp.
“Members rely on thoughtful
input from groups and individuals
to choose subjects that capture

Former Liberal ministerial staffer
and byelection candidate Leslie | the country'’s rich history and

Church is now with Proof culture and reflect the shared
tograph courtesy | values of Canadians,”reads the
of Proof Strategies press release.
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The Hill Times, Jan. 20 issue i
Re:“Ex-Tory minister Sol- |
berg and sons shift gears” (The

Hill Times, Jan. 20, p. 2). This

Heard on the Hill item didn’t

clearly convey that Monte,

Matt, and Michael Solberg, |
and Keith McLaughlin are still |
affiliated with New West Pub-
lic Affairs, and that Shift is a
new additional project. It also |
incorrectly stated that Monte
Solberg was first elected in
1997. He was first elected |
in 1993




